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12 I PRINCE HARRY

Not r-inlike the turrets of Balnloral.

Wlrerever Muuimv was, I understood that she r.l,as u,ith her new friend.
That lvas the u,ord everyone r-rsed. Not bo,vfriend, rot lover. Friend. Nice

enough bloke, I thor-rght. Willy and I had just r.r-iet l-rin-i. Actually, we'd been

u'ith \Iumm1 u'eeks earlier rvhen she first met hiln, in St Tropez. \Ve i.vere

har ing a grand tin-re, just the three of r-rs, staving at some old gent's villa. There

ri as rruch laughter, horseplay, the norr-r-r lr,l-ienever N4umr-r-r1' and Willv and I

uere togetl-rer, though e\'en rnore so on tl-rat l-iolidar'. Evel,thing about tl-rat

trrp to St 'kopez lr,:rs heaven. The w'eather u'as sublin're, the food lvas tas[',

\ Iurnrnv ll'as smiling.

Best of all, there ir,ere jet skis.

\\'hose i,r'ere thel'? Don't knolv. Btit I vividlr,rernernber Wiill' and nre rid-

irrg theln out to the cleepest part of the chanrel, circling rvhile u'aiting for the

big ferries to corne. \\ie used their miissive n':rkes as ramps to get:rirborne. I'r-n

not sure hoi,r, u,e u,erel't killed.

\\/as it:rfter r,,e got back froui that 1et-ski rnisadventure that \4ummr,'s

friend first appeared? No, rnore likelv it was just be fore. Hello there, you tnust

be Ham,. Raven hair, leatherv tan, bone-white smile. Ilow are you todq,? M),

ntune is hlah blah. He chatted us up, chatted N'Iurrm,v up. Specificallr'

\lr-u'r'irnr, Poirteclh N,Inr-nrr.rr,. His e,ves plun-iping into recl hearts.

Ile uas cheekr. no cloubt. But, aq:rin, nice enough. He g:rr,e N,lurnmr, a

present. Diarnoncl braceiet. She seemed to like it. She r.l'ore it a 1ot. Then he

faded lrom mr corrsciousrress.

As long as N,Iunrr,v's happl', I told Willv, rvho said he felt the sar.r-ie.

2.

I suocx ro rHE sysrEN,I, going from strn-drenched St Tropez to clorrd-

./ \shadoued Balmoral. I r,:rguely remerrber that shock, though I can't re-

rnember rnr-rch else about our first rveek at the castle. Still, I cal alrnost

gn:rrantee it uas spent mostl,v outdoors. My familv lil'ed to be outdoors, espe-

ciallr Crann1,, u,ho got cross if she didn't breathe at least an hour of fresh air

each dar. \\'hat u,e did outdoors, horvever, u,hat we said, vvore, ate, I can't

conjure. There's some reporting that rve journeyed by, the royal yacht from

the Isle of \\'ight to the castle, the vacht's fir-ral voyage. Sounds lovelv.

\\ hat I do retain, in crisp detail, is the physical setting. The dense woods.

The deer-nibbled hill. The River Dee snaking down through the Highlands.

l,chnager srmg owrhca

ftr; architecture" trdi hil
them rry. Dialogue? tll u-tt
Ehen it orxrrcs b &e dd
-de, Ghit, classmm,

fll recreae itdoruthec
\[ti- $ffrld rm- Ercrrxr

Tnma? Sme FranLt*i
$lder. assessing €*Ey rFc
bodr nature- *b.[-g agu

+?rehcilim thztthe soil
c-.fght in a rrreze sithoda

\t}*tcr the czrEc" rrrF r

cs mdcrrres as it-csft.:



'rurelr ppro,\ allros (lurds palprrr{ ,t1r1 'rn1 +uelsrp .,t1,q '1q8rs ur euoira,ta pne

Surqpire.ra pelelrqnnrE pLrE {ceq eurer LreLI} 'pelrxa Jlesurq 1oB oq.,n ',iuep1

aJUud reqlouEJo snorlerarraS.\\q E rrrrllr.\\'i:n1nec qlueeuno3 aq+ ol SrrrlEp

allser relllour? Jo elrs eql Jo do] uo ,(Peeu 
"itnluac 

Llllreeleuru eql ur ]lmq
'raqurerlc rrrELLr s.allsuc eqi ,i11rug pur 'selcrrn \llop rIIl pr.\ol J urorl^\ Jo
,(rrr:ru'se8ecl eql roJ uroor lercads erro pLrE'ee1 ro r11 'Surpear ro Surgrs ey1

'asodrnd cgrcads e qll.\\ LIcEe 'roprrroc arp 3uo1L: suroor .iueru eql Lrerll plrt?

'ellrErq alrl pasrEr '1cog plo8 1o rrreped E 'ureatJ ur pa:adr:d sllE.\\ eql pue

1ad:ec rrosllruJ aq+ qy.,r\ ropuroc arp o1 Surpeal roop uepoom rr^\orq lqSrl eql

rrarl] pLrE - {oolr ueueqrS srql ur 8ur1rq sE.\\ }r lnq 'pueIloJS rr \o IIE plor puE

le.\\ aq plnoJ reururrls esnEJeq 's1oordra1e,n,inuur os - s;oo:dre1e,lr,(reaq pur
srepu,\\ raqqru pue s{rrls 3ur11e,u prrE spor Surqsg roJ s{ooq 's,rropnr,n IIE} aLll

'iq '4a1 atl] ol ptIB 'utoo; gr1r1n Jo plrll E rprs erro ol pue 'poo,u lrup pe^lEc

ileleuro;o lalueru Irlrlneaq slr q+r,{\ eculdarg a8nq aql plte /selr} padeqs-re1s

,iar8 qlr.n 'roog euols elr{r!\ slr prrE IIEII snorceds eql aprslrr pne 'tretuloo-1

pelEoc-per arro ,lq pelrlruur Lreuo prrE auols Srrrpnc ,i,lear1 e ,(q uedo paddorcl

rra+Jo tlBo penolor-1({srLIA\ Jo roop luo{ e,\rssEllr eLI} ol dn Surpeel sdals a1r

-uer8 pellcsds 1cu1q-.iar8 eenl] prrr? ocrlrocl epr.r eql 's,nopnr,u ]uor1 pallr
-ued eql 'ecnerlua ureur Jq] JJs rreJ 1 'sa ia iur 8urso13 'lerourlBg :os prrv

i srospurl!\ sn ol palpler eq s,,!\orl puy ilau{lnzu sr ryooJ aq1 oq 11

'lq8noq+ I '{cnrlslepulrql se.,!\ 1 'uroc alon${rirerg uo o8e Suoy 1or.r uorlelonb

lerfl pa,reAocsrp I uaq6 6o( uata loLt s,ll 'ppap ntau n 6o( arg 1sr:d eql

Inolu seAlesrno IIel a\\ se[qEJ lsnl uago arE ]rel1e-prre-asnEc prre.iSolorrorqc

a1r1 s8urql 'qcr:1 e,rrlcalqo palleJ-os Lrr sr ereql sE lr raqlrreruer I 
^\oq 

pLrE

reqluallrar I lerl,\\ rrr Lllr,r+ LIJnru se 1sn[ s,araql pue '+g seas Jr sE sa]erl1c prrE slJ

-qlEB 'seop lr IELI.\\ saop ll '.irouraur ,iru sr ftouaur .(ur 'esnec ell ra,ielEllr\\

2drru e lnorllr,\\ ezeLLt e ur 1r13nec

eq ra.\arr plnoqs no,i pue 'azytu e illerluasse sr plro,\\ eql lErll uorsuaqercldr

esBq elrros ]r sJ larualsrxe r4)r?rlrou pecroJ u lsuru8e 3ur11eqar 'arnlerr .ipoq

-eruoll alElrlrr ,\Lrr ]r sl ZplegalllEq 1er1ue1od se aceds .fua,re Surssasse 'rarplos

reunr ,iur +r sl io,\\l erll Jo rrorlerrrquroJ anbse-urelsueIrrEJr{ eLLroS zerune[
2scrleua8 lr sl ZSTLII ery1 aouarredxe ezrue8ro .r:ouraru .(ur plnorls .,{qr11

's1ce1 ledrec eql ol Lr,lrop ]r r+Eerc-er ILI
pue - qnd 'uepreS 'eceled 'rnoo:peq 'urootaluls 'ruoorsselc '1rd1coc 'a11sec -
perdncco a,r,1 acrds ,(ue lnoqe eLLr {se lrifl 'sar}elrrlr eql ol seruoc }r Lreq^\

.illerceclsa 'surrelc urrleQ,rer\ olr e-lelrr ptq '1saq ,iur ,{r1 11,y 2an8o1erq 'dn urarll

Iool o] paolr ILI ',irrog 2sa1eq 's11or .iroruaru ,(ru ,noq s,leql 'etnlcalrqcre '.iqd
-u:3oa8 'edecspurl 'perelleds-,nous F11eure1e rpeerpe^o Surreos re8uurlcol

gL I ]UVdS

'sprrelqErg .ur -
'sPoo \\ J\UJ :.

'\l)r' - : '
tuo{ lllrr \ -. _

l.rtEJ [ 'J]' :_

lIl-' tl(JIl ,l, -

-ad.J '.1u, f -'

-Jll.ilr \1 .:

?nolJ ul 2:-. _ _. ,

t' .'

Jrl rl.lrl I

n \ulrI l\

\llL?JrJ r) r (l (
.tj \ - rr,1'

l\nut ,1. \ .-

\. \TIITIIII] \ -

rrll ro_l ir.,-

'qsL:1 serr Di, ,

I lilP \llr\\
areqi'Ellr'! i :: :

ere\\a\\ 7)\: - .

I trJq P.: \ ,

eJl\ frL:r_j 
_

' 
pLtaul tt:. t -'



14 I PRINCE HARRY

If nothing else, rnv n:unesake. Born September r5, 1984, I was christenecl

Her.rn Charles Albert David of \\'ales.

But lrorl Dav One everyone calleci rne Harr-v.

In tl-re heart of this main chamber ll'as the grand staircase. Slveeping, dra-

rnatic, seldom usecl. \\'henever Grannv heacled trp to her bedrooru on the

second floor, corgis at her heels, she preltrred the lift.

The corgis preferred it too.

Near Grann\"s lift, t1-irough a pair of crirrsott saloon doors and alor-ig a

green tartan floor, u,as a smallish staircase with a healt'iron bartister; it lecl up

to the second floor, n,here stood a statue of Qr-reer-r Victoria. I alwal,s bor'r'ed to

lrer as I passecl. Yotrr Maiesfil Will1' dicl too. \\'e'd been tolcl to, but I'cl have

doue it an\.\\'a\/. I founcl the "Granch-nama of Europe" hugelv compelling, and

r-iot just because Grannv 1ol'ecl her, nor because Pa once wantecl to narne me

after her husbar-rcl. (Nlurnrr-rv blockecl him.) Victoria kneu, great love, soarirtg

h:rppiness - but her iife r.vas essentiall,v tragic. Her father, Prince Edu,arcl,

Duke of Kent and Strathearn, rvas said to be a sadist, sexr-rail), aroused bv the

sight of soldiers being horseu,hippecl, ar-id her dear hr-rsband, Albert, diecl be-

fore her eyes. Also, during her long, lonelr, reign, she was shot at eight times,

on eight separate occasions, b1'seveu different subiects.

\ot one bullet hit the rnark. Nothing could brir-rg Victoria dowr-r.

Berond \ jctori:r's statr-re things got tricky. Doors became identical, rooms

interlocked. Easr to get lost. Open the wrollg cloor and ),olr might burst in orr

Pa uhile his vaiet was helping him dress. Worse, vou n-right blunder in as i-ie

was cloing his headstar-rds. Prescribed b,v his physio, these exercises were the

only effective remedv for the constant pain in Pa's neck and back. Old polo

injr-rries, mostly. Ile perfonlecl them daily, in just a pair of borers, propped

against a door or har-iging from a bar like a skilled acrobat. If yor-r set one little

finger on the knob you'cl hear him begging from the other side: Nol Nol Don'l

open! Please Cod don't open!

Balmoral had fifq, bedrooms, one of rvhich haci beerr divided for me ar-rd

Willi' Adults called it the nr-rrser,v. Wiliy had the larger half, u'ith a double

bed. a good-sized basir, a cupboard with rnirrored doors, a beautiful windor'v

looking dou'n on the courtvarcl, the fountair-r, the bronze statue of a roe deer

buck. \'ll half of the roortr was far smaller, less luxurious. I uever asked why.

I didn't care. But I also didn't r-ieed to ask. Tlvo vears older than me, Willy ivas

tl-re Heir, r,l'hereas I rvas the Spare.

Tl-ris u,asn't rnerelr, hor,r' the press referred to us - thougl-i it was definitely

that. This rvas shorthand often used b-v Pa ar-rd Nlun-rr-r-r1'ar-rd Grandpa. And

I
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16 I PRINCE HARRY

The bathroom was dominated by a claw-footed tub, and even the u,ater

spurting from its taps seemed old. Not in a bad ivay. Old like the lake where

Merlin helped Arthr-rr find his rnagic sword. Brownish, suggestive of u,eak tea,

tl-re water often alarmed weekend guests. Sorry, but there seems to be sotne-

thingwrongwith the woter in mt, loo? Pa would alwals smile ar-rd assure them

that nothing was wrolig r,vith the water; on the contrarv it ivas filtered and

srveetened b,v the Scottish peat. That water came straight off the hill, and what

you're about to experience is one of life's finest pleasures - a Highland bath.

Deper-idir-rg on your preference, your Highland bath could be Arctic coid

or kettle hot; taps throughor-rt the castle were fine-tttlred. For me, ferv plea-

sures comparecl rvith a scalding soak, but especially while gazing out of the

castle's slit windows, rvhere archers, I imagined, once stood guarcl. I'cl look up

at the starrv ski,', or dolu-r at the r.r,allecl garclens, picture mvself floating ol'er

the great lasn, smooth and green as a snooker table, thanks to a battalion of
qardeners TLre larrn \\'as so perf:ect, everv blade of grass so precisely n1o\\'1r,

\\ ilh ancl I lelt guilh'about rvalkir-rg across it, let alone riding our bikes. Br-rt

se did it alrs'ar, all the time. Once, \\'e chased our cousin across the laivn.

\\'e nere on quacls, the cousin was on a go-kart. It lvas all fun ancl ganies until

she crashecl head-on into a green lamppost. Crazv lluke - the onlr'lamppost

rvithin a thousand rniles. W'e shrieked lvith laughter, though t1-re laurppost,

lr,hich had recently been a tree iu ore of the nearbv forests, snappecl clear-il-r,

in trvo :uld fell on top of her. She rvas lucky not to be seriousll' hurt.

On August )a, ry9:,1 didn't spend a lot of tirne looking at the lalvr. Both

\\'illr. aucl I hurried througl-r our evenirrg baths, jur-npecl into or-rr pvjamas,

settled e :rgerlr in front of the TV. Fbotmen arrivecl, c:rrr,ving tral's covered

rr ith plate s. e ach topped r,r'ith a sih,er dorne. The footrnen set the trai's tipon

riooden stands, then joked with us, :rs tl-rey al,"r'a,ys did. before u,ishing us bon

app6tit.

Footnien, bone china - it sor-rnds posh, and I suppose it u,as, but under

those fancv dornes r,r,as just kidclie stuff. Fish fingers, cottage pies, roast chicken,

greelr Peas.

Nlabel, our rl:lr'rllv, u'ho'd or-ice been Pa's nannv. joined us. As rve all stuffecl

our faces we heard Pa padding past in his slippers, coming fror-n his bath. He

uas carrl,ing Lris "r'r,'ireless", r,r'hich is ri,h:rt he called l-ris portable CD plaver,

on u,'hich he likecl to listeu to his "storvbooks" u,hile soaking. Pa u'as like

clocku,ork, so u'hen u,e heard hiur in the hall lve kne."l it u,as close to eight

Ijalf au hour later r,r,c pickecl up the first sounds olthe adults beginning

,
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